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Landcare Farming Forum, 2007
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Terms of trade broadacre farms

Source: ABARE Farm Surveys

1977-78 to 2001-2002
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Productivity growth varied among 
enterprises

Source: ABARE Farm Surveys

1977-78 to 2001-2002



Rate of return varied among farmers

Source: ABARE Farm Surveys

1977-78 to 2003-2004



Run-down in capital assets





Run-down in 
natural assets
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Adelaide

Managing the balance
case studies

Mid-north South Australia Northern Tablelands NSW
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Adelaide

Managing the balance
case studies

Mid-north South Australia



)�
		�	���������
	��	���
����������	��
�
��

30% increase
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stocking rate 

(DSE/ha)

Mid-north South Australia 2001-2005

70% increase
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Managing the balance
case studies

Northern Tablelands NSW

CG low: continuous grazing at 
low stocking rate

CG high: continuous grazing at 
higher stocking rate

IRG: intensive rotational 
grazing as a result of planning
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Northern Tablelands 2003-2006



Planned grazing led to more litter and 
less bare ground
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Planned grazing led to fewer thistles

Northern Tablelands 2003-2006
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Northern Tablelands 2003-2006



Planned grazing led to a higher gross 
margin

Northern Tablelands 2003-2006
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Thank you for your attention

Acknowledge

Northern Rivers CMA, 
Natural Heritage Trust,

Land, Water, Wool Program



Productivity growth

Source: Productivity Commission, 2004

1974-75 to 2003-2004


